CHAPTER XV
XIX-CENTURY CLINICIANS
HAVING noted the advances in the scientific basis of medicine and
surgery during the nineteenth century, let us now turn to the more
purely clinical aspect, and study the trend of medical thought and
practice as exemplified in the lives and work of some of the great
leaders.
It is difficult to choose from the galaxy of masters of that time
a select few in whose lives the history may be unfolded. Many
worthy names are omitted in order that this outline may fulfil its
mission as a history of medicine, rather than a mere collection of
medical biographies,
London and Edinburgh Physicians
Early in the century there appeared a number of physicians
whose names became attached to various diseases and symptoms,
names therefore still familiar. One of the best known for that
reason, and certainly the most renowned physician of his time,
was RICHARD BRIGHT (i 789-1858).l The son of a wealthy banker
of Bristol, he received his medical education at Edinburgh,
graduating M.D. in 1813. While still a student he and his friend
Holland, afterwards Sir Henry Holland, accompanied Sir George
Mackenzie on an expedition to Iceland.2 Bright drew the illus-
trations for Mackenzie's Travels in Iceland. He also contributed
the notes on Botany and Zoology. On his return he studied for
a time at Guy's Hospital before completing the medical course
in Edinburgh. After graduation he spent some months on the
Continent, a journey which led to the publication of his Travels
through Lower Hungary, a well-written and beautifully illustrated
' work,  which  contains  much information  and some  original
observations on geology.   Bright sqttled in London, practising in
.  Bloomsbury Square, and becoming Assistant Physician to Guy's
f,-1 W. S. Thayer, " Richard Bright,*' Guy's Hospital Reports, 1927, vol. Ixxvii. p. 253 ;
B. Chance, " Dr. Richard Bright,*' Ann. Med. Hist,, 1927, vol. ix. p. 332
* B.,Chance, " Richard Bright, Traveller and Artist,'* Bull Hist. MeL, 1940, vol.
viii. p. 909 ; Sir H. Holland, Recollections ofPtst Life, 1672
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